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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-16 in the reply filed on 03/02/07 
is acknowledged. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code. Applicant is required to delete the embedded 
hyperlink and/or other form of browser-executable code. See MPEP § 608.01 . 

Claim Objections 

The following claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Re Claim 1 : "credit limit are to sufficient" should be ~ credit limit are sufficient -- 

Re Claim 6: "repayment porting" should be -- repayment portion -- 

Re Claim 9: "purchase transactions" should be - purchase transactions -- 

Re Claim 13: "where" should be -- were - 

Re Claims 14 and 16: "determination" should be -- determining -- 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Re Claims 1, 2,3: The claims recite the limitations "credit information indicative of the 
loan granting and loan repayment" and "personal information indicative of a person 
associated with the first account". Something that is "indicative" of something else is 
merely something that points out, signifies or shows something else. Wouldn't any 
credit information (e.g., credit score, credit history, available credit etc.) necessarily be 
"indicative" of the loan granting and repayment terms that can be obtained? Wouldn't 
any personal information be "indicative" of a particular person? For purposes of claim 
interpretation any information that may be considered to be credit information or 
personal information reads upon the respective claim limitations. See also MPEP § 
2111. 

Re Claims 2,3: The claims recite the limitation "personal information indicative of a 
person associated with the first account but does not include other financial information 
related to the person." The limitation is indefinite because it is unclear what information 
is included or excluded from the scope of the claim. 

Re Claims 2,3,4,7,8,9,14 and 15: The terms or phrases "substantially only of, 
"substantially", "a degree of similarity" are relative terms and phrases which render the 
claims indefinite. The terms or phrases are not defined by the claim, the specification 
does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary 
skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 
Re Claim 6: The claim recites the limitation "wherein the loan repayment portion is 
indicated by a person associated With the first account." It is unclear what is meant by 
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this limitation in the claim. Wouldn't any repayment made by a loan recipient 
necessarily do this? See discussion of "indicative supra and also MPEP §2111. 
Re Claims 10,11,12,13,14,15,16: What is meant by term "anonymous"? The claim is 
unclear and indefinite because anonymous can mean both something that is nameless 
or unnamed; or something from an unknown source. If the transactions are truly 
"anonymous" (e.g., unknown source) how can these limitations even occur. That is how 
could you ever associate the transactions with their source (e.g., person, account); or 
the anonymous and non-anonymous transactions as coming from the same source 
(e.g., person, account). See also MPEP §2111. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hogan, 
US Pat. No. 6,315,193. 

Re Claims 1-9: Hogan discloses an automated method of authorizing a consumer 
purchase comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first deposit transaction depositing funds within a first account (Hogan, Figs. 
1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, 
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lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

determining a first credit limit associated with the first account wherein the first credit 
limit is based upon account information associated with the first account (Hogan, Figs. 
1A.1B, 2 > 3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, 
lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

receiving a request for authorization of a purchase transaction associated with the first 
account (Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - 
col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

authorizing the purchase transaction if funds within the first account plus the first credit . 
limit are to sufficient to facilitate the purchase transaction (Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 
2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 
40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

determining a loan amount in response to an amount of the first credit limit utilized for 

said step of authorizing (Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, 

col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

granting a loan in response to the loan amount (Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, 

abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 

52); 

receiving a subsequent deposit transaction having additional funds associated with the 
first account (Hogan, Figs. 1A,1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 
55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); 

applying a loan repayment portion of the additional funds to at least partial repayment of 
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the loan and transferring a remaining portion of the additional funds to the first account 
(Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, 
line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52); and 

generating credit information indicative of the loan granting and loan repayment (Hogan, 
Figs. 1A,1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; 
col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

T. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 10-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Hogan as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Kazaks, US Pub. 

No. 2002/0046341. 

Re Claims 10-14: Hogan discloses the claimed method supra and Hogan further 
discloses: 
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receiving personal information identifying the person associated with the first account 
(Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, 
line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52) wherein 

said step of determining the first credit limit includes account information from the 
plurality of deposit and purchase transactions in the determination of the first credit limit 
(Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, 
line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52). 

Hogan fails to explicitly disclose: 
wherein at least a portion of the transactions of said steps of receiving the plurality of 
deposit transactions and authorizing the plurality of purchase transactions are 
anonymous, without identification of a person associated with the first account; and 
wherein the account information from the plurality of deposit and purchase transactions 
is a plurality of anonymous deposit and purchase transactions. 

Kazaks discloses: 

wherein at least a portion of the transactions of said steps of receiving the plurality of 
deposit transactions and authorizing the plurality of purchase transactions are 
anonymous, without identification of a person associated with the first account (Kazaks, 
US Pub. No. 2002/0046341 , Figs. 1 ,2,3, abstract, [0001] - [0023]; [0037] - [0051]; 
[0064] - [0070]); and 

wherein the account information from the plurality of deposit and purchase transactions 
is a plurality of anonymous deposit and purchase transactions (Kazaks, US Pub. No. 
2002/0046341, Figs. 1,2,3, abstract, [0001] - [0023]; [0037] - [0051]; [0064] - [0070]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hogan by adopting the teachings of 
Kazaks to provide a method wherein at least a portion of the transactions of said steps 
of receiving the plurality of deposit transactions and authorizing the plurality of purchase 
transactions are anonymous, without identification of a person associated with the first 
account, and the method further comprises the step of: receiving personal information 
identifying the person associated with the first account wherein said step of determining 
the first credit limit includes account information from the plurality of anonymous deposit 
and purchase transactions in the determination of the first credit limit. 

As suggested by Kazaks it is often convenient or necessary for individuals to 
avoid using cash but, individuals may have been reluctant to use alternative payment 
means that were traditionally available because of their reluctance to divulge personal 
information or because of the fear of fraudulent use. 

Re Claim 16: Hogan discloses the claimed method supra and Hogan further discloses: 
receiving personal information identifying a person associated with the first account 
(Hogan, Figs. 1A.1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, 
line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52) wherein 

said step of generating credit information includes loan and Loan repayment information 
occurring prior to said step receiving personal information (Hogan, Figs. 1A,1B, 
2,3A,3B,4A,4B, abstract, col. 1, lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 
40+ - col. 7, line 52). 

Hogan fails explicitly disclose: 
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wherein at least a portion of the loan granting and repayment are anonymous, without 
identification of a person associated with the first account; and 
wherein generating credit information includes loan and loan repayment information is 
generating credit information includes anonymous loan and loan repayment information. 
Kazak discloses: 

wherein at least a portion of the loan granting and repayment are anonymous, without 
identification of a person associated with the first account (Kazaks, US Pub. No. 
2002/0046341, Figs. 1,2,3, abstract, [0001] - [0023]; [0037] - [0051]; [0064] - [0070]); 
and wherein generating credit information includes loan and loan repayment information 
is generating credit information includes anonymous loan and loan repayment 
information (Kazaks, US Pub. No. 2002/0046341, Figs. 1,2,3, abstract, [0001] - [0023]; 
[0037] - [0051]; [0064] - [0070]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hogan by adopting the teachings Kazaks 
to provide a method wherein at least a portion of the loan granting and repayment are 
anonymous, without identification of a person associated with the first account, and the 
method further comprises the step of receiving personal information identifying a person 
associated with the first account wherein said step of generating credit information 
includes anonymous loan and Loan repayment information occurring prior to said step 
receiving personal information. 

As suggested by Kazaks it is often convenient or necessary for individuals to 
avoid using cash but, individuals may have been reluctant to use alternative payment 
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means that were traditionally available because of their reluctance to divulge personal 
information or because of the fear of fraudulent use. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hogan 
and Kazaks as applied to claims 10,12 and 13 above, and further in view of Voltmer, US 
Pub. No. 2002/01 12177. 

Re Claim 15: Hogan in view of Kazaks discloses the claimed method supra and Hogan 
further discloses wherein said step of validating further comprises the steps of: 
a person causing deposit and purchase transactions occurring subsequent to said step 
receiving personal information (Hogan, Figs. 1A t 1B, 2,3A,3B,4A,4B J abstract, col. 1, 
lines 1-5, col. 1 line 55+ - col. 4, line 10; col. 4, lines 40+ - col. 7, line 52). 

Hogan fails to explicitly disclose wherein said step of validating further comprises 
the steps of: 

a person causing deposit and purchase transactions occurring prior to said step 
receiving personal information; 

determining an anonymous biological identification of an anonymous person; 
determining a non-anonymous biological identification of a non-anonymous; and 
determination a degree of similarity between the anonymous and non-anonymous 
biological identifications. 

Kazaks discloses wherein said step of validating further comprises the steps of: 
a person causing deposit and purchase transactions occurring prior to said step 
receiving personal information (Kazaks, US Pub. No. 2002/0046341, Figs. 1,2,3, 
abstract, [0001] - [0023]; [0037] - [0051]; [0064] - [0070]). 
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Voltmer discloses: 

determining an anonymous biological identification of an anonymous person (Voltmer, 
Figs 1-13, abstract, [0001] - [0102]); 

determining a non-anonymous biological identification of a non-anonymous person 
(Voltmer, Figs 1-13, abstract, [0001] - [0102]); and 

determination a degree of similarity between the anonymous and non-anonymous 
biological identifications (Voltmer, Figs 1-13, abstract, [0001] - [0102]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Hogan, Kazaks and Voltmer to provide 
a method wherein said step of validating further comprises the steps of: determining an 
anonymous biological identification of an anonymous person causing deposit and 
purchase transactions occurring prior to said step receiving personal information; 
determining a non-anonymous biological identification of a non-anonymous person 
causing deposit and purchase transactions occurring subsequent to said step receiving 
personal information; and determination a degree of similarity between the anonymous 
and non-anonymous biological identifications. 

As suggested by Voltmer, one would have been motivated to address the needs 
of most individuals to establish personal identity many times a day by providing a 
secure means identity (i.e, biological), that is objective, automatically measured, and 
resistant to impersonation, theft or fraud. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Chandler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 186. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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